
El Sobrante Municipal Advisory Council 
Mailing address: 3769-B San Pablo Dam Road, ES, 94803  
We meet on: 2ndWednesday of the Month at 7:00 P.M.  

Location: Richmond ELKS Lodge #1251  
3931 San Pablo Dam Road, El Sobrante 

 
The ESMAC is an advisory body to the Board of Supervisors 

 
Chair: Xina Ash Vice Chair: Tom Lang Secretary: Tom Owens  
Members at-large: Jim Hermann, Andrew Chahrour, Robin Tanner  
Alternates: Dr. Melinda McLain, Joe Sarapochillo  
  

The El Sobrante Municipal Advisory Council (ESMAC) or subcommittees of ESMAC will provide 
reasonable accommodation for persons with disabilities planning to attend ESMAC meetings or ESMAC 
subcommittee meetings. Please contact the ESMAC Chair Xina Ash at least 24 hours before the 
meeting at: xa.esmac@gmail.com 
 
Printed agendas are available for review at the El Sobrante Library and at the Sheriff’s Annex 
office. Electronic copies are available for download at: www.cocobos.org/gioia/elsobrantemac 

    
AGENDA for Wednesday, May 8, 2019 

7:00 PM 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Call to Order/Welcome/Roll Call 
Approval of Minutes – Minutes for ESMAC 4-10-2019 
Treasurer’s Report – James Lyons, District Coordinator, Office of Supervisor John Gioia 
Introduction of Speakers/Guests/Topics 
 
P.1 Presentation by Sheriff’s Office, Bay Station Commander, Lt. Joseph Buford  
Questions – limit 2 minutes per speaker 
 
P.2 Presentation by California Highway Patrol  
Questions – limit 2 minutes per speaker 
 
P.3 Presentation by Contra Costa County Fire  
Questions – limit 2 minutes per speaker 
 
P.4 Presentation on illegal dumping issues – 1) by Brian Balbas, Contra Costa County Public 
Works Director to discuss the efforts of the County’s Illegal Dumping Taskforce and 2) by Mikki 
Norris on neighborhood strategies 
 
P.5   Presentation by James Lyons, District Coordinator for Supervisor John Gioia, monthly 
report   
 

 
Public Comment – for items not on the agenda 
Limit 2 minutes per speaker 
 
 
Discussions Items – The Council will consider and act on the following:  
DI.1 – Development plan applications, variance reports, building modification requests, appeals 
etc., received in the previous month from the Contra Costa County Conservation and 

mailto:xa.esmac@gmail.com
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Development Department and Notices of Public Hearings.  
 
Short Discussion Items 
SDI.1 Report from El Sobrante Valley Planning and Zoning Advisory Committee 
  
 
Information Items 
10.1 – Planning Commission meeting held April 24, 2019 
10.2 – Notice of Cancellation for Planning Commission Meeting on May 8, 2019 
10.3 – Contra Costa County Zoning Administrator May 6, 2019 
10.4 – The California Accidental Release Prevention Program (CalARP) Learn What Local 
Companies Are Doing to Prevent Accidents 
10.5 – How to Prepare Your Home For Wildfires 
10.6 – American Red Cross, Sound the Alarm: Save a Life May 4th, 2019 Parchester Village 
Richmond 
 
 
ESMAC Subcommittees 
ESMAC Land Use 
11.1 ESMAC Safety  
11.2 ESMAC Education Programs/ Outreach 
 
Announcements:   
 
Agenda Items / Speakers for Upcoming ESMAC Meetings: 
 
Adjournment: 



El Sobrante Municipal Advisory Council 
 
Present: Xina Ash, Tom Lang, Tom Owens, Andrew Chahrour, Robin Tanner, Dr. 
Melinda McLain. Joe Sarapochillo 

  Excused Absence: Jim Hermann 
Absent:  

 
Draft Minutes for Wednesday, April 10, 2019 
 

Pledge of Allegiance: Melinda McLain 
Call to Order/Welcome/Roll Call 7:04p 
Approval of Minutes – Minutes for ESMAC 2-13-2019; Motion to accept as 
presented (Tom Owens, seconded, passed, 4-0-3)- Aye: Xina Ash, Tom Lang, Tom 
Owens, Andrew Chahrour; Abstained: Robin Tanner, Dr. Melinda McLain. Joe 
Sarapochillo 
 
Treasurer’s Report –$4,132.00 
Introduction of Speakers/Guests/Topics 

 
P.1 Presentation by Sheriff’s Office, Bay Station Commander, Lt. Joseph Buford: crime 
stats fairly typical. 

 
P.2 Presentation by California Highway Patrol: Officer Wilkenfeld: 13 collisions most 
near 80 and on San Pablo Dam Road, parking problems, speeding, potential RV’S from 
Berkeley, side shows 

 
P.3 Presentation by Contra Costa County Fire: Captain Atlas: CERT training, fire 
abatement 

 
P.4 Presentation by Kathy Woofter, CCCFPD, Fire Prevention Technician: Firewise, 
CCERT Training 

 
P.5 Presentation by James Lyons, District Coordinator for Supervisor John Gioia,  

 
Public Comment –  

 
Discussions Items – The Council will consider and act on the following: 
DI.1 – Development plan applications, variance reports, building modification requests, 
appeals etc., received in the previous month from the Contra Costa County Conservation 
and Development Department and Notices of Public Hearings. (No applications were 
received this month) 

 
  



DI.2 – Presentation County Librarian Melinda Cervantes on Library Remodel and 
discussion on policy for use of Library Community Room during after-hours: 
Motion (Tom Owens, seconded, passed 7-0-0): Chair to write letter to County Librarian 
Melinda Cervantes and Supervisor John Gioia encouraging them to investigate and make 
changes so that the community room will be open for reservation during hours that the 
library is not open (in regard to bathroom access during such times). - Aye: Xina Ash, Tom 
Lang, Tom Owens, Andrew Chahrour, Robin Tanner, Dr. Melinda McLain. Joe 
Sarapochillo 
 
 

DI.3 – Discussion led by resident Mikki Norris regarding illegal dumping: Tabled till next 
month due to length of discussion on DI.2 
 
Short Discussion Items 
SDI.1 – Report from El Sobrante Valley Planning and Zoning Advisory Committee:  
  SDI.2 – VR19-1004 Motion (Andrew Chahrour, seconded, passed 7-0-0): Chair to write 
letter to County Planner requesting deadline extention Aye: Xina Ash, Tom Lang, Tom 
Owens, Andrew Chahrour, Robin Tanner, Dr. Melinda McLain. Joe Sarapochillo 

 
 
Subcommittee Reports 
11.1 ESMAC Land Use 
11.2 ESMAC Safety 
11.3 ESMAC Education Programs/ Outreach 

 
Public Comment –  

 
Announcements:  ESMAC 1 alternate position, Ylan Hunt resigned her position and Dr. 
Melinda Mclain to assume her position. 
DI.3 – Discussion led by resident Mikki Norris regarding illegal dumping moved to May 
meeting 

Adjournment: 9:42p Motion to adjourn (Tom Owens, seconded, passed, 7-0-0)- Aye: 
Xina Ash, Tom Lang, Tom Owens, Andrew Chahrour, Robin Tanner, Dr. Melinda 
McLain. Joe Sarapochillo 

Submitted by Secretary Owens 
 



Notes from Neighborhood Strategy Meeting on Illegal Dumping, Feb. 2, 2019  
Prepared by Mikki Norris and Chris Conrad, 510-275-9311 
 
El Sobrante residents do not want to push the dumpers to the next community, we want 
to address the underlying problems.  
 
Report illegal dumping. It’s important to quickly report illegal dumping to Contra Costa 
Public Works, Lynn Clark, 925-313-7000, Lynn.Clark@pw.cccounty.us. Give address if 
possible, nearest cross-streets, description of items. You can also take photos and email 
them. If there is a public works camera that is monitoring activity, contact Cece Sellgren 
in our Watershed Division at Public Works.  Her phone number is 925-313-2296. 
 
Costs. A major concern is the problem of the dump fees being too high. People are not 
going to the dump because of the high costs. The fees need to be lowered. In areas like 
Napa Co, which has a city-run dump rather than private monopoly (Republic Services), 
the fees are much lower. Our area charges much higher fees than other Bay Area cities. 
 
Residential pickups.  Residents are allowed free large pick up days with Republic 
Services that many are unaware of or do not use. Publicize this better. If there is a way 
residents could donate / designate their unused pick ups to pick up street piles or others 
who need it, that could help. Some kind of trackable platform, list, app, etc. might work to 
coordinate this.  
 
Mover discounts. Set up a special, low one-time dump rate for people who are moving, 
which seems to be a common source of street piles. Renters, especially, could use this. 
Dumps can require some proof of relocation from a landlord or showing to where they 
are relocating.  
 
Resident accountability. Find a way for the people who hire haulers to verify or track 
that they empty their loads at a dump. Ask them where they plan to dispose of the haul. 
Pay them after seeing the receipt. Design a web site or app to pay things online to prove 
that they paid for the service. Something like Oakland’s Green Halo program, but for 
residents as well as for contractors. 
 
Service allocation. How is the county allocating money to fight illegal dumping – is it 
true that the budget only allocated $300,000 for a cleanup contract? If so, that needs to 
be increased.  More free dumpster drop off days, not just once a year. Four times a year 
would be better where people can drop off things without having to hang on to them all 
year. Designate categories of products, like appliances, mattresses, construction debris, 
etc., to facilitate recycling.  
 
Volunteer cleanup. A few people (with trucks and bins) are wiling to volunteer to pick up 
some illegal dumps with their own vehicles if they can have dump fees waived. Others 
can help with litter pick up. John Oster (a neighborhood volunteer who picks up illegal 
dumps) already does this and we want to promote his GoFundMe page to be more 
visible and help defray his costs. 
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Neighborhood dumpsters. Marcelo Mauri of Mauri All Debris (or M.A.D.) has offered to 
make some debris boxes (large dumpster containers) available to residents at his 
business in Richmond and to bring them to the dump if the dump fees would be covered. 
Have designated containers around town with a minimal charge (like $5) to open the 
container and drop off mattresses or sofas, or other large items or bags. That could 
offset costs. We could designate drop off times and have a volunteer staff it.  
 
Cheaper and easier recycling. Our local recycling station is poorly located, limited and 
hard to find. Can it be part of the transfer station? 
 
Police presence. We need a resident sheriff or officer in the area to report problems to. 
There is one in Crockett with a very quick response to problems, which has mitigated 
problems there. If we had a resident sheriff, that person could stay on top of problems 
like this. 
 
Signage: Put up more signs like "$1,000 fine for illegal dumping" and “Call 510-###-
#### to report illegal dumping" and make them more visible. That way people can act on 
violations right when they see them happen. Post signs listing addresses and/or web site 
for legal dump sites. After the last major dump on La Honda Rd, we put up Warning 
signs along the fence that the area is under surveillance that we got at Home Depot. 
There is actually a Public Works camera there but it doesn’t seem like anyone is 
monitoring that. Since we put up the signs, the dumping has slowed down. 
 
Public education. Targeted campaign including billboards, newsletters mentions, media 
promos, email, town hall events, etc. People need to know about big item pickup days, 
how to be sure your hauler/disposer is legitimate (contractor license, insurance), where 
regional garbage dumps are located, how much they charge per item or load, if there are 
separate places to bring different types of things, like places that specialize in taking old 
carpets, refrigerators, concrete, electronic, hazardous, mattresses, etc. *** Republic 
Services now allows residents to drop off three mattresses or box springs at their 
resource recovery center located at 101 Pittsburgh Ave., Richmond, Wednesday through 
Saturday. 
 
  about littering and illegal dumping to let them know it is wrong and create 
consciousness. Can we incorporate this into their school curriculum? 
 
Public meetings. Hold a local Town Hall with Sup. John Gioia to raise awareness and 
discuss the problems and come up with solutions, like toughening penalties for 
ordinance violations, rewards for prosecutable tips, spending priorities, etc. 
 
Market competition. Republic Services has a contractual monopoly on El Sobrante 
trash and dump services. Without competition, they set whatever prices they want. 
Alameda Co. has multiple businesses so their prices are more reasonable. Creating 
more competition, we may have greater options and lower prices.  
 
 























BC - 02/19

Smoke Alarms Save Lives!

More lives are lost every year to
home fires than to all major disasters.

FREE smoke alarm installation at Parchester Village in Richmond
Saturday, May 4, 2019, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Do you know that if a fire starts in your home you 
may have LESS THAN 2 minutes to escape?

Here’s how to sign up for your FREE smoke alarms!
Text "ALARMCC" to 41411


